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Meeting: Council
Date: 10 July 2019
Subject: Eastbourne Borough Council Draft Statement of Licensing

Policy 2019-2024

Report of: Councillor Rodohan on behalf of the Licensing Committee

The Council is asked to consider the minute and resolution of the Licensing Committee
held on 27 June 2019 as set out below.

The Council is recommended to:-
1) Agree the final Statement of Licensing Policy (attached at Appendix A).

2) Agree that that further minor amendments during the period of the
recommended Policy be made by the Function Lead Quality Environment
with the agreement of the Chair of the Licensing Committee

Minute extract
Licensing Committee — 27 June 2019.

7 Eastbourne Borough Council Draft Statement of Licensing Policy 2019-2024

The Committee considered a report of the Director of Service Delivery which requested
that it review the responses to the eight week consultation on the proposed new
Statement of Licensing Policy including a Cumulative Impact Assessment (CIA) and
recommend the final policy for approval to Full Council. It was noted that the major
changes to the policy, in comparison to the previous version, were updated to take into
account the latest legislation.

The Functional Lead Quality Environment outlined the responses received, which were
appended to the report. Five of the responses were from the Chamber of Commerce
and its members or operators of local establishments, who were concerned that the
inclusion of the CIA inhibited the night time economy. These responses asked that the
CIA be rescinded and a partnership be developed with residents, statutory agencies
and other stakeholders to develop a plan for the night-time economy.

Alternatively, the Police in their initial proposals and the Community Safety Partnership
in its response, had asked for the CIA to be retained, and provided evidence including
crime data set out in the report, that showed that crime levels in the area had
increased. It was argued that the CIA was needed to support the specific licensing
objectives of the prevention of crime and disorder and protecting children from harm.



The Committee discussed these main alternatives, and the additional option of
supporting the inclusion of the CIA whilst still working with the Chamber of Commerce
to support the night-time economy. Overall it was considered that it was important to
heed the advice of the Police to retain the CIA as a measure to restrain crime in the
area and keep people safe. It was felt that the policy did not prevent businesses from
applying and obtaining licences where there was appropriate evidence to support such
licences, and still enabled the Council to support the night-time economy.

The Functional Lead Quality Environment highlighted several amendments which were
required to the policy document, including replacement of the word ‘necessary’ with
‘appropriate’ in the second and third paragraphs on page 28, and replacement of the
word ‘policy’ with ‘assessment’ on page 38 paragraph 8.5, and page 40 paragraph
8.12. It was proposed that he make these typographical changes to the document prior
to its submission to Council, but in the future any minor amendments be made in
consultation with the Chair.

It was moved by Councillor Murdoch and seconded by Councillor Belsey that Option 1
(set out in paragraph 5.6) be adopted, and the Cumulative Impact Assessment be
retained as part of the Statement of Licensing Policy.

The remaining officer recommendations (2) to (4) were moved by Councillor Rodohan
and seconded by Councillor Vaughan. Accordingly, it was

RESOLVED (unanimously)-).

1. That having considered the submissions in relation to the removal of the Cumulative
Impact Assessment with options outlined in paragraph 5.6 and 5.7 of the report,
Option 1 be agreed: to retain the Cumulative Impact Assessment as part of the
Statement of Licensing Policy;

2. To agree the final Statement of Licensing Policy and recommend the Policy to Full
Council;

3. To delegate the Functional Lead Quality Environment to make any necessary
changes to the Statement of Licensing Policy before submission to Full Council;
and

4. Torecommend to Full Council that further minor amendments during the period of
the recommended Policy be made by the Function Lead Quality Environment with
the agreement of the Chair of the Licensing Committee.

For a copy of the report please contact Democratic Services:

Tel. (01323) 410000.
E-mail: committees@lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk

A copy may be downloaded on the Council’s website by following the link below:

http://democracy.eastbourne.gov.uk/mgGeneric.aspx?MD=CommitteesLanding&bcr=1
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